Tiruppurweaves recycled fashion
goals as global brands queue up

Seeing interest from Primark,
Marks & Spencer, Tesco, Decathlon
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Foreign exchange
eamed by Tiruppur
garment industry
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"Made from recycled materials’
isatagthat’shardto missin
branded stores while shopping
for anything fromapparel to
accessories, Asrecycled fashion
moves from being niche to
mainstreaminIndia, the
country s largest textile
industrial cluster Tiruppuris
upping its game in that space.
Takingacue from
international brands,
comepandes in Tiruppurare
targeting as much as 30 percent
oftheir businessto come from
recyclingsourceswithinma few
years, Having started out on
sustainable fashion recently by
manufacturing garmentsusing
recycled fabrics and
polyethylene terephthalate
(PET)bottles, Tiruppuris
already seeing interest from
European majors including
Primark, Marks &Spencer,
Tescoand Decathlon,
Tiruppur’sexportsare
pegged ar34,350 crorein 2022-
23and the domestic businessat
around ¥28 000 crore, taking the

totalto¥62.350 crore. Of this
recycled productsaccount for
around 1,000 crore worthof
business. Thoughtheconcept
of recycled clotheswas started
inIndia way backin the 1980s by
Futura Polyesters, it gathered
steam in Chennai only inthe last
[WO years.

According to the Tiruppur
Exprorters’ Association (TEA), a
tearn of officials from the UK-
based Primark recently visited
the city toinvestigate the
sustainability norms followed
by the company. Otherssuchas
M&S and Tesco are among the
prominent buyersofthe
sustainable range. “Theyhave
invested in sustainabilityand
recycled products. Among the
recycled products, they are
looking at cotton with polyester
mixing, PET bottle recycling,
and recyeled fabrics,” said
KM Subramanian, president
of the Tiruppur Exporters
Association (TEA),

Atpresent, Tiruppur
accounts for 90 percent of the
coumtry's cotton knitwear
exports and 55 per cent ofall its
knitwearexports.  Tum toPage 6 b



